
ASCEND 

SUMMER HOMEWORK 

RISING 4TH GRADE 

Dear Families, 

In this packet, you will find reading, math, and science activities for your scholar to complete over 
the summer. These activities are meant to challenge your scholar’s thinking, while also being fun 
and engaging. Please feel free to complete this work along with your scholar, asking questions 
and taking part in conversation as you go. This will make their experience even richer!  

Research shows that kids who read over the summer are much more prepared for the next 
school year than those who do not. For this reason, in addition to our selected book, your 
scholar should read 2-3 other age-appropriate chapter books over the summer. On pages 4-6, 
you will find a reading log for your scholar to track their summer reading and for you to certify 
this with your signature. Your scholar will be better off if they complete these chapters and 
activities over time throughout the summer—switching back and forth between reading, math, 
and science—than if they try cramming them into the last few days. 

Thank you for supporting your scholar’s learning. Together, we can push them to new heights! 

Happy summer! 

Ascend Public Charter Schools 
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RISING 4TH GRADE READING 

 

 

 

We know that kids love this book and have chosen it because we hope it will encourage 
your love of reading this summer! As you read Dayshaun’s Gift, take notes about major 
character insights and plot elements—as you have all year—and complete the chapter-
by-chapter questions and activities in this packet.  

In addition to Dayshaun’s Gift, we hope you’ll choose at least a few other books to read 
over the summer. Please track your summer reading on the reading log that is on the 
following pages and ask your family members to sign. 
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RISING 4TH GRADE SUMMER READING LOG 
 

Book Title Date Minutes 
Read 

Signature 

Example: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory July 18 30 Mrs. Holmes 
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RISING 4TH GRADE Dayshaun’s Gift READING LOG 
 

Book Title Chapter Date Signature 

Dayshaun’s Gift 1   

Dayshaun’s Gift 2   

Dayshaun’s Gift 3   

Dayshaun’s Gift 4   

Dayshaun’s Gift 5   

Dayshaun’s Gift 6   

Dayshaun’s Gift 7   

Dayshaun’s Gift 8   
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Chapter 1 

Use three words to describe Dayshaun, based on the text. Think carefully and review the 
text if you need to.  
 

__________________________ __________________________ _________________________ 

Choose one of the words above. In 2-4 sentences, explain why you think that is a good 
word to describe Dayshaun based on what he thinks, says, and does throughout the 
story. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Draw a 3 box comic strip of Dayshaun and his mother’s interaction at the beginning of 
the chapter (p 1-4). Think about what happens first, next, and last. Use drawings, 
dialogue bubbles and labels.  

(1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) (3) 
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How does Dayshaun feel about going to the garden? Use 2 details from the text and 4-
6 sentences in your answer.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If a family member asked you to go gardening with them, would your opinion be similar 
or different from Dayshaun’s? Explain why in 2-3 sentences.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 2 

How is the setting important to the story? Use two details from the text in your 
response. Answer in 5-7 sentences.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Draw a picture of the Weeksville Community Garden based on the text.  
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Dayshaun’s dad tells him, “We have to live in the here and now.” These words of 
wisdom help Dayshaun. What are some words of wisdom that your family (think parents, 
grandparents, older siblings) share with you? What do they mean? Answer in 2-3 
sentences.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Dayshaun’s mom and fellow gardeners are excited about the heirloom seeds, seeds 
that have been passed down from generation to generation. What is an important 
heirloom that you have in your family? It might be a blanket, a book, a piece of jewelry. 
If you’re not sure, ask someone at home! You may find out an exciting story.  

Family heirloom: _____________________________ 

What is the story behind this heirloom? Consider: Who is it from? How old is it? Why is it 
important? Answer using 3-5 sentences.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 3  

Readers have to be detectives! What clues does the author give the reader about how 
the setting has changed? Use at least three clues from the text.   
 

1. _______________________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Solve the mystery! Where is Dayshaun? _________________________________________ 

If you had a chance to time travel, when and where would you want to time travel to?  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Why would you want to go to that time period? Respond in 2-3 sentences.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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We meet two new characters in this section. Draw a picture of each of them using 
details from the text.  

Teddy  Susan 
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Chapter 4 

Authors often give us clues that allow us to compare what is similar and different about 
events, characters, settings, etc. We can use these clues to compare (find what is 
similar) and contrast (find what is different). Find at least 4 similarities or differences 
between Weeksville in 1860 and Weeksville today. The first row is completed for you.  

Weeksville Then vs. Now  

Similar or 
Different? 

Weeksville in 1860 Weeksville Today 

Different  No indoor plumbing, use privies  Air Conditioning/indoor plumbing 
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Chapter 5 

Draw a picture of the camp of survivors from NY Draft Riots based on Dayshaun’s 
description in this chapter.  
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At the end of the chapter, Dayshaun says, “Susan will make a great doctor someday.” 
Why does he think this? Use two details from the text. Your response should be 4-6 
sentences long.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Susan is very passionate about becoming a doctor when she grows up. What do you 
want to be when you grow up?  
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Why?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Did you know that this book is based on real historical events and people? Even 
though time travel doesn’t happen and Dayshaun is a fictional character, Zetta Elliot, 
the author, used her research about Brooklyn in 1860 and Brooklyn now to write this 
book.  
 
Now it’s your turn to do some research on the real-life topics of this book! All of the 
following are real people, places, things or events that Elliot was inspired by. Choose 
one to research: 

• Susan McKinney Smith 
• Weeksville Heritage Center 
• New York Draft Riots 
• Community Gardens 
• Food Deserts 
• Another topic you choose! 

First, select your topic and write it here:     

Then, to start your research, try typing into Google things like: 
• Who was Susan McKinney Smith?  
• What were the New York Draft Riots?  
• Information about community gardens for kids 

Try to learn as much information as you can about your topic. You can also go to the 
library to find books on the topic you choose, if you would like. Write down notes 
about information that seems important and interesting. You won’t be able to write 
everything about your topic, so think about what is the most important information to 
include. 

Once you’ve completed your research, you can write a brief report. Your report 
should be at least 10 sentences long and should include facts, explanations, and 
descriptions about your topic. Don’t forget to include a title and a picture. 
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Title:_________________________________ 

Why did you choose this topic?  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Report: 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 6 

Dayshaun and Teddy design a crutch to help Mr. Williams. When we design or invent, 
we go through a process of trial and error. This means we try things out and see if they 
work. If they don’t work, we make adjustments or fix the errors until we end up with our 
finished design. What is the process of trial and error that Dayshaun and Teddy go 
through? In the boxes below, name or draw what they try, the problem, and how they 
fix it (their solution).  

Trial Error Solution 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

                                                                                                          RISING 4TH GRADE SUMMER HOMEWORK

20



Think of someone in your life who you would like to help. Design an invention to help 
them, like Teddy and Dayshaun do for Mr. Williams. For example, if your mom is always 
losing her glasses, you may design an alarm that beeps so she can find them more 
easily.  

My invention:_________________________ 

Invention Picture:      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who will this invention help? How will it help them? Respond in 3-5 sentences.   
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 7 

Why is the gift of the seeds important to Dayshaun? Use two details from the text to 
support your answer. Respond in 5-7 sentences.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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What is an important gift you have received?  
 
_____________________________________________ 

Why is this gift important to you? Respond in 2-3 sentences.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 8 

Choose a word to describe Dayshaun at the beginning of the text and a word to 
describe him now.  

Beginning: _________________________ 

End: _________________________ 

How has Dayshaun has changed from the beginning of the text? Explain why this 
change has occurred. Use at least 2 details from the text. Respond in 5-7 sentences.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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This year, your teacher talked a lot about lessons that we can learn from reading 
stories. These lessons can be thought of as the big ideas or themes that the author 
wants the reader to think deeply about. For example, you might walk away from a 
story and realize the author is trying to teach you, “Even when life is challenging, it is 
important to push forward and keep trying.” Or the author might be trying to teach 
you, “Imagination and curiosity are important if we want to make a difference in the 
world.” 

There are many different lessons we can learn from reading stories, but we can’t just 
make them up from scratch! We have to think about the details in the story – the 
characters, what they say and do, the relationships they build, and all the other things 
that happen. 

What do you think Zetta Elliot, the author of Dayshaun’s Gift, is trying to teach you 
through this story? What does he want you to learn from reading it? In your response, 
make sure you provide some reasons and evidence for the lesson you think Elliot is 
teaching you. And explain your thinking carefully so your fourth grade teacher knows 
why you said what you said. Use 7-10 sentences in your response. Be specific and make 
a strong argument.  

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  
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Did you like this story? Would you recommend it to a sibling, classmate, or friend? Why 
or why not? On the following pages you will write a short book report, including details 
about the story and your own opinion about it. You will need to review portions of the 
book to remember some of the specifics. 
 

Book Report 
 

Title:    
 

Author: ____________________________ 
 

Main Characters (list as many as you think are important): 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Setting (when and where the story takes place.) Note: You may want to list multiple 
settings: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Plot Summary (you can’t include every little detail, so think about the most important 
parts – the main problems, solutions, turning points, exciting action). Your summary 
should be 7-10 sentences long. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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How many STARS would you give this book? 

 

What was your favorite part about the story? Use 2-4 sentences. Be specific. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you recommend this book?    Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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RISING 4TH GRADE MATH

Skills to master before entering fourth grade: 

 Memorizing multiplication facts within 100

 Adding and subtracting within 1,000

 Drawing fractions in picture form and on the number line:

o Halves

o Thirds

o Fourths

o Sixths

o Eighths

 Rounding any number to the nearest ten or hundred

 Telling time to the nearest minute

Activities to do this summer to prepare for fourth grade: 

 Math flashcards (see next page for instructions)

 Math games (included in this packet)

 Math practice sheets (included in this packet)

Recommended materials 

 1 pack of 3 x 5” index cards

 3 dice

 1 deck of playing cards (with jokers and face cards removed)

 2 paper clips
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RISING 4TH GRADE MATH FACTS

Learning and practicing these basic math facts is the best way to get ready for fourth grade. You may 
have brought home a set of flashcards. If not, you can make your own!  

Instructions: Each day, run through the flash cards. Make two piles: one for the facts you can recall 
automatically (in less than 3 seconds, without counting on fingers), and one for the facts you need to 
practice more. Run through this pile 2-3 more times. The next day, shuffle the piles and repeat. 
Practicing daily will ensure you are ready for fourth grade! 

Multiplication within 100 

On the front of a 3 x 5” index card, write the fact without the answer. 
On the back of each card, write the answer. 
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RISING 4TH GRADE MATH GAMES
Playing games is a great way to practice your facts! The chart below provides a list of math games you 

can play. Below, read directions for how to play. 

Game Number of 
Players 

Materials Needed Directions 

Monster 
Multiplication 
Games 

2  Monster multiplication
game board 3 x ___
(provided in this packet)

 Space markers (beans,
small pieces of paper,
etc.)

 2 dice

Take turns rolling two dice (ex. 3 and 4). Add the 
numbers (ex. 3 + 4 = 7) and multiply the sum by 
3 (ex. 7 x 3 = 21). Cover up the product (21). 

*NOTE: The rules are the same for all of the
game boards marked 4 x ___, 5 x ___, etc. You 
just change the number you’re multiplying by! 

Multiplication 
Madness 

2  Multiplication Madness
game board (provided in
this packet)

 2 different sets of colored
space markers

 2 paper clips

Player A places a paper clip on two numbers at 
the bottom of the game board (ex. 5 and 8), 
multiplies them, and covers the product (ex. 40) 
on the game board with a game marker. Player 
B moves ONE of the paper clips to a different 
number (ex. 5  2) and covers the new product 
on the game board (ex. 2 x 8 = 16) with a 
different colored marker. Continue taking turns. 
The first one with three in a row (vertically, 
horizontally, or diagonally) wins! 

Make 20 2  Make 20 instructions
(included in this packet)

 1 deck of cards (remove
the jokers and face cards)

You have to see it to understand it! Read the 
“Make 20” instructions in your packet. 

Race to 500 2-4  1 deck of cards (remove
the jokers and face cards)

 1 blank piece of paper
per person

You have to see it to understand it! Read the 
“Race to 500” instructions in your packet. 

3-Digit 
Subtraction 
Action 

2  1 deck of cards (remove
the jokers and face cards)

 1 blank piece of paper
per person

You have to see it to understand it! Read the “3-
Digit Subtraction Action” instructions in your 
packet. 
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In addition to the games and flashcards, you should practice math skills by completing the 

pages provided. You should complete about 2 pages (front and back = 1 page) per week. 

RISING 4TH GRADE MATH PRACTICE PAGES
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Rising 4th Grade Science 
 

Activities to do this summer to prepare for fourth grade: 
 

1. Complete the Science Choice Board. 

• Choose 3 science activities from the choice board.  

• Put an X on the square to mark the activity as complete.  

• Remember: You may substitute materials for other similar items that you have at home! 

• Important Safety Note: You must ask an adult’s permission before using materials, conducting an 
investigation, or visiting any sites on the internet.  

 

2. Read a book about science  

 

Science Books 

Look for these great books about science at your local library through e-book access, or try ReadWorks! 
ReadWorks offers richly illustrated eBooks and a read aloud feature to support readers at all levels. You'll find    a 
quick tutorial video about using eBooks at  https://about.readworks.org/parents_remote.html 

  

Or, if possible, look for these great books about science at your local library! 

 

 
 

 
 

Titles Author Topic 

Amazing Champion of the Earth 
Rachel Carson 

Mary Dodson 
Wade 

This biography introduces readers to Rachel 
Carson, who wrote about why we need to protect 
the environment. 

Mars Elizabeth Carney Provides information about the planet, including 
its location in the solar system, size, geology, 
temperature, atmosphere, and the technology 
used in Mars exploration. 

A Crash Course in Forces and 
Motion with Max Axiom, Super 
Scientist (Graphic Science) 

Emily Sohn Follows the adventures of Max Axiom as he 
explains the science behind forces and motion. 
Written in graphic-novel format. 

What Color Is My World?: The 
Lost History of African- 
American Inventors 

Kareem Abdul- 
Jabar 

Did you know that James West invented the 
microphone in your cell phone? That Fred Jones 
invented the refrigerated truck that makes 
supermarkets possible? Or that Dr. Percy Julian 
synthesized cortisone from soy, easing untold 
people’s pain? These are just some of the black 
inventors and innovators scoring big points in this 
dynamic look at several unsung heroes who 
shared a desire to improve people’s lives. Learn 
more in this book by basketball legend Kareem 
Abdul-Jabar. 
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Virtual trips 

Summer is a great time to explore science in the city. Consider taking a virtual trip to these exciting 
sites! 
 

Place Website What to do 

Brooklyn Botanic 
Gardens 

https://www.bbg.org/ Visit the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens 
website for activities, games, 
recipes, and crafts your scholar can 
do at home. 

Prospect Park Zoo (or 
any zoo!) 

https://prospectparkzoo.com/ Have your scholar take notes on 
animals and their structures. 
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https://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-safety.htm
https://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-safety.htm
https://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-safety.htm
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/menu/solar-system/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/
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https://www.weatherwizkids.com/
https://www.weatherwizkids.com/
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/live-cams
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/live-cams
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/webcams
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/webcams
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams
https://greensborosciencecenter.wordpress.com/2017/04/06/diy-science-water-cycle-in-a-bag/
https://greensborosciencecenter.wordpress.com/2017/04/06/diy-science-water-cycle-in-a-bag/
https://greensborosciencecenter.wordpress.com/2017/04/06/diy-science-water-cycle-in-a-bag/
https://greensborosciencecenter.wordpress.com/2017/04/06/diy-science-water-cycle-in-a-bag/
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Demonstrating Water Erosion Of Land Masses 
Water has power! It has the power to shape the surface of the Earth. Water can 
change one landform by washing away sediment and then depositing it 
somewhere else to create a new landform. 

 
Problem: 

 
How are new landforms created through erosion and deposition? 

 
  Materials:  
 
  Remember: You can substitute materials for items you have at home! 
 

Dirt 
Small rocks 
Sand 
Deep baking dish or pan 
Book 
Pencil 
Paper cups 

 
Procedure 

 
1. Start by pouring sand, dirt, and gravel in layers at one end of the dish. This is 

your “landform.” Use your hand to smooth the land. Leave the other end of 
the dish empty. 
 

2. Dip your fingers into the water and slowly drip water over the land. Repeat 
this until the land is wet. What do you observe about the water that falls on 
the dry land? Record your observation 
 

3. Slightly pick up on the end of the dish with the land in it. Place a book under that end. 
 

4. Use a pencil tip to poke a tiny hole in the bottom of a paper cup. Hold the cup above the land. Slowly pour water into the cup and 
watch what happens to the land while the water drains onto it. Observe what is happening to both the land and the water. 
 

5. Once the water has stopped draining, record your observations and include a drawing of your land’s new form. 
 

6. Add another book under the land end of the dish. Repeat the water draining activity. Observe what occurred with the land and 
water this time. Record your observations including a drawing. 
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Intro: No-Sew 10 Minute T-Shirt Tote 
Did you know that about 100 billion plastic bags are used annually in the US alone and only about 2% of 
them are recycled?  

 
It's a scary statistic but we can all do small things to help our earth! Using reusable bags or totes is a very 
easy way to do your part. It is a great alternative to buying reusable bags or taking merchandise home in 
plastic bags from stores and much more fashionable! They are durable and will last a long time. 

 
Everyone at some time or another has probably had an old t-shirt that they didn't need or like anymore. 
Instead of tossing it make it into a reusable tote in about 10 minutes. 

 
All you will need is an old t-shirt and a pair of scissors. 
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Step 1: Cut Sleeves Off of Shirt 
 

You can use a short or long sleeved t-shirt. It won’t matter because you will be cutting the sleeves off 
anyway. Lay your t-shirt out on a flat work surface. Using a pair of scissors, carefully cut the sleeves off of the 
shirt. 
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Step 2: Cut Neck Out of Shirt 
You can use a large bowl and draw around it on your fabric to get a nice rounded scoop shape or just 
eyeball it and cut the scoop. I just eyeballed it. 

 
 

Step 3: Cut Slits and Tie Knots 
At the bottom of the shirt cut slits about every inch through both layers (length will depend on the size of 
the shirt so you will have to make the call) long enough that you will be able to tie them twice. Remember 
the shirt will stretch with weight so try to make sure your tote isn't going to hang to your feet with filled 
with goodies! 
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Keep the slits lined up and starting with one end tie the aligning front and back pieces 
together. Tie together in double knots until you have done the entire row. If you don't want 
the knots to show you can tie them on the inside for a less fringed look. 
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Step 4: Tie Decorative Handles 
This step is optional. Cut small strips of extra fabric and tie small 
knots on the tops of the handles for a more decorative look. The 
tote is finished and ready to use! 
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