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March 19, 2021 
 
Dear Ascend families: 
 
Thank you for being a part of our Ascend community! We’re excited to welcome more of our 
students back into classrooms this spring and have already started preparing for fall and our 
next academic year together.  
 
Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, students across the world have lost a large amount 
of academic and social learning. While Ascend has worked diligently to maximize remote 
learning and minimize learning loss, we know that each student lost precious hours of school 
since last March. We believe that increasing opportunities for learning in the coming academic 
year is an important step we can take to benefit all Ascend students and to begin mitigating any 
negative effects that the pandemic may have had on our students’ academic success.  
 
Today we want to share a change in next year’s academic calendar: We will be starting school 
earlier in the year, with students in grades K-8 beginning on August 16 and students in grades 
9-12 beginning on August 23. This change will add 11 days of learning for lower and middle 
school students and seven days of learning for high school students. We believe every extra 
hour of learning matters in preparing our students for success in college and beyond, especially 
now. We expect to have the full calendar prepared to share by the end of April. 
 
We’re encouraged by the current trends in public health across our community and while we 
don’t know what new guidance we’ll receive from our public officials this spring and summer, 
we are eager to resume in-person learning for all students as soon as we can. Our current plans, 
all subject to change, are based on the assumption that families will continue to have the option 
to elect 100% remote learning next year. However, Ascend also plans to offer an in-person 
learning option in all grades, K-12. We are currently exploring what in-person learning will look 
like and much depends on whether or not physical distancing protocols change. (Under current 
state protocols, our campuses are able to accommodate about 40% of our enrolled students per 
day.) We remain committed to providing you with regular updates about our plans. 
 
Our hope is that getting this update in March about when the first day of school will be in mid-
August will provide enough notice to help your family prepare to begin the new school year on 
time. 
 
Thank you again for being a part of our Ascend community. We appreciate you and look forward 
to our next year together! 
 
 
 
Brandon Sorlie  Lisa Margosian 
Chief Schools Officer Interim CEO 
 


